
July 1, 2012 

City Councilor Andrea Ortiz 

City Hall / 777 Pearl St. 

Eugene, OR 97401 

Dear Andrea, 

I would like to encourage you to pass City Councilor Alan Zelenka's proposal to restrict the 

export of coal by train through Eugene's rail yard and neighborhoods.   

I am a Eugene resident living in the River Road area very close to the rail yard. I love my home 

that I have lived in and owned for the past 12 years. I love my neighborhood, the proximity to 

the river and bike path, the large lots, and the fertile soil we are blessed with in the River Road 

area.  Unfortunately, there is a trade-off living where I live: the noise from switching yard, 

chemical smells that come from Baxter, diesel fumes from the railroad, and Union Pacific's 

herbicide spraying along the tracks.   

I am very concerned about the possibility of coal trains traveling through my neighborhood and 

the health effects that would have on the residents living here. We already have to close our 

windows many nights because of the sounds and smells in the air and sometimes I don't even 

want to be outside in my garden because the air is so thick with the smell of ammonia. If we 

allow coal to be transported through our community via the railroads, we will be dealing with 

not only more diesel particles being pumped into the air, but also coal dust blowing off the train 

cars. Exposure to this type of pollution has many health risks, including respiratory problems, 

heart disease, and cancer. Children (of which there are many who live on my street) are 

especially vulnerable to these particulates. 

I hope you will take these things into consideration when voting on Councilor Zelenka's 

proposal at the next Council meeting on July 9th. Please don't allow the transport of coal for 

export through Eugene! 

Thank you and please feel free to contact me if you have questions or would like to discuss this 

issue more. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Kemp 

 


