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New Research: Congratulations 
to Beyond Toxics and our partner 
Centro LatinoAmericano! For the 
second year in a row, our two 
organizations received the  
coveted US EPA Environmental 
Justice Small Grant award. This 
award makes it possible for us to  
research asthma amongst Latino 
and lower-income families in West 
Eugene.

New Legislation: Beyond Toxics is 
working with key members of the 
State Legislature to pass a bill that 
will make it mandatory to explore 
alternatives to pesticide use on  
all state property, including  
buildings, parks and roads.

New Board Members: In 2012 
Beyond Toxics welcomed Carlos 
Barrera, a well-known advocate for 
disability rights and neighborhood 
sustainability.  In 2013, the Board 
will welcome Katalina Herrera, a 
former Sierra Club leader and No 
Coal activist from the Houston 
area.

National, state and local media are increasingly relying on Beyond Toxics to provide 
the facts & viewpoints that improve the public’s awareness of critical issues on  
environmental health.  In the first 10 months of 2012 we earned 72 media stories 
about our work – that’s six every month!

What is unique about Beyond Toxics?

We serve a unique organizing role in Oregon because our organization  
emphasizes environmental justice and community-based environmental  
research in order to influence state policy. We build social justice concerns 
into all environmental decision-making, thereby uniting the goals of  
human rights and environmental protection in all our work. 

Examples of our strong work ethic

• Air Pollution & Environmental Justice:  We are the first environmental
  group to look at how air pollution affects Environmental Justice  
  communities in Oregon.  

• Pesticides and Vulnerable People and Communities: Beyond Toxics has 
  published numerous reports on the impacts of pesticides on people and  
  natural resources that have significantly changed State laws, including| 
  the Oregon School IPM law. 

• Coal Trains and Air Quality: Beyond Toxics is showing how our nation’s 
  energy policies are connected with pollution and public health issues.

We are lean, effective and move quickly to take on pressing issues.   
We get things done. 

News In Brief



Beyond Toxics Advisory Board

Bob Amundson, Ph.D., Air Toxics Specialist 
Richard Barnhart, M.D. 

Christine Cameron, Graphic Design,  
owner of Cameron & Co. 

Josefina Cano,  
Madres para la Salud/Mothers for Health 

Lynn Fessenden, Ph.D. Willamette Farm 
and Food Coalition 

Don Francis, owner of Ecotech, LLC
David Funk, co-owner of Bell+Funk

Jim Goes, Ph.D., Public Health 
Anita Johnson, Media

Marcela Mendoza, Ph.D., Centro LatinoAmericano 
Ed Meza, owner of Swedish Engineering Auto Repair 

David Monk, retired 
Kari Norgaard, Ph.D. UO Department of Sociology 

Mary O’Brien, Ph.D., Co-Founder and Botanist 
Margarito Palacios, Small Farmers Project
Randy Phelps, M.D./Ph.D., OHSU/UO Early 

Child Development 
Doug Quirk, Environmental Attorney

Mark Reed, Ph.D., Geologist, UO Department of Geology 
Debra Schlenoff, Conservation Chair at Lane 

Audubon Society 
Tom Schneider, retired 

Mariahm Stephenson, Oregon Commission for Women 
Jan Wilson, Land Use Attorney 

How we are seen…
Leadership for a Clean and Just Oregon
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Arcimoto
Cafe Mam/Royal Blue Organics
Cameron and Company
Capella Market
Coastwide Labs
Coconut Bliss
Cowfish
Cozmic Pizza
Down To Earth
Ecotech, LLC
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Falling Sky Brewing
Glory Bee Foods
Hewlett-Packard
Hideaway Bakery

Horton Road Organics
Hummingbird Wholesale
McKenzie Mist
Mountain Rose Herbs
Natural Choice Directory
Organically Grown Company
Pacific Cascade Federal  
  Credit Union
Sacred Medicine
Stormy Communication
Swedish Engineering 
The Kiva
Trillium Natural Foods
Wintergreen Farms

Business Support

“Our community started out being reactive about the plume of 
railroad pollution under our neighborhood.  When we started work-
ing with Beyond Toxics, we became more proactive.  With their help, 
now we’ve learned to be more preventative in our approach.  Thank 
you, Beyond Toxics for caring about our community.”

~ Dharmika Henschel, Trainsong neighborhood activist

Our industry, livelihoods, and communities are  
dependant upon a healthy landscape, and our 

prospects would be very bleak indeed if we did not 
have the steadfast commitment of Beyond Toxics.”

~ Shawn Donnille, 
Vice President- Mountain Rose Herbs

Beyond Toxics would like to thank 
the following businesses for their kind support:

“I have been proudly supporting Beyond 
Toxics for about 5 years now. I had no idea how 

crucial their advocacy was for the health  
of our community until I got involved.  

Dont idle, Bee healthy, get involved 
- our lives depend on it!”

~ Christine Cameron, business owner,  
Cameron and Company

“Exposure to toxins can cause irrepairable damage to 
health.  Beyond Toxics champions the right of everyone to 
live free from unwanted chemical exposure.”

~ McKenzie River Gathering

Beyond Toxics Board of Directors

President: Ann Barclay Kneeland J.D.
Vice-President: Michelle Holman
Secretary-Treasurer: Gwyneth Iredale
Carlos Barrera
Melanie Bigalke
Tom Dimitre, J.D.
Carla Hervert, R.N. M.S
Tom Kerns, Ph.D
Bobbi Lindberg
Past-President: Shawn Donnille

Beyond Toxics Staff

Lisa Arkin, Executive Director
John Jordan Cascade, Communications Manager
Alison Guzman, Projects and Environmental Justice Outreach Manager



Mapping Environmental Justice Truths 
By Alison Guzman, Outreach Coordinator

Our advocacy for Environmental Justice at Beyond Toxics has gotten a boost from technology and community-based 
research. Using the Geospatial Information System (GIS) software, Beyond Toxics helps the public correlate the relation-
ships between impacted communities and sources of pollution.  By mapping out where schools, homes, and parks are 
located, for example, communities can see how close they are to the “toxic hot spots.” Mapping helps visualize how

the same areas where children learn and play are also places where air pollution accumulates. 

We are also exploring this technology to help rural communities, for example small towns 
in West Lane County that are impacted by aerial helicopter pesticide sprays.  In these 
communities it is important to understand how pesticide sprays occur in places where 
children wait outside for school buses, drink well water and eat local fish caught in polluted 
streams.

GIS software is being put to use throughout communities around the world as a tool to 
identify key correlations between pollution sources and impacted communities.  GIS 
enables Beyond Toxics to layer data sets of information that link sources of pollution 
to health. This is one way we 
“groundtruth” our environmental 
health advocacy projects.

Impacted communities may, 
at times, feel vulnerable and 
disempowered or perhaps even 

fatigued to go against “bigger” entities and decision-makers that 
are polluting their communities.  Knowledge is power, however. 
By using GIS as a tool, communities are able to see the polluters 
impacting their families and identify it in ways that enables them 
to strategize more efficiently.   It is a data tool.  It is a community 
organizing tool.  It is a tool of democractic empowerment. 

Beyond Toxics partners with Centro LatinoAmericano to work 
on environmental justice issues. The Environmental Justice 
lens provides communities an opportunity to participate in 
environmental regulation and decision-making regardless of 
race, color, income level or national origin. 

A BIG “thank you!” to Beyond Toxics interns, board members, 
and consultants, especially Jennifer McCauley, Laurie Bernstein, Bobbi Lindberg and Sara Heule, for their work 
and involvement in these GIS mapping projects.  *******

The summer and early fall was marked by fits and starts as 
the Eugene City Council debated a resolution put forward 
by Councilor Alan Zelenka to restrict the export of coal 
by train through Eugene. Throughout their delays, Beyond 
Toxics provided leadership and much needed information.   
We made headlines educating Eugeneans and others across 
the state about the health dangers of coal dust, dramatic 
increases in locomotive diesel emissions and the increased 
risk of train derailments. 
This included a July 
appearance by our Executive 
Director, Lisa Arkin, 
before the Eugene City Club. 
She presented her report, 
Environmental and Health 
Impacts of Coal Trains in 
Oregon to the bi-partisan 
and inquisitive crowd.

As fall approached and it 
looked like the city would 
finally address the issue, 
we reached out to 
membership and got many 
dozens of people to sign our 
online action pledge to contact their City Councilor to 
register their discontent with the threat of coal trains.  As 
part of this hearings process, we organized a march and 
rally in front of the Eugene Public Library.  Many of the 
protestors were on hand to witness the subsequent 
proceedings and give support to the anti-coal presenters 
who gave the Mayor and City Councilors brilliant 
testimony. 

The next level of government, Lane County, for the time 
being, is considering a deeply flawed resolution supporting 
the bulk terminal and Coos Bay rail link specifically for 
coal transport.  Despite tabling the motion just two minutes 
before public comment at their October 17 meeting (and 
suggesting that people simply leave), a remarkable 
showing of at least 30 people stayed on to exercise their 
right to testify.  We thank them all for speaking on behalf 

of health, safety and a more 
reasoned energy future!
 
In the final vote on October 
22nd the Eugene City Council 
decided (with a vote of 5-3) 
to support the resolution to 
restrict the export of coal by 
train through Eugene.  We 
celebrate this win, one of the 
many we must achieve, in 
favor of more green-collar jobs 
and a reasonable and forward 
thinking national and regional 
energy policy.  Eugene now 
joins 24 other cities and 
counties in the Northwest 

renouncing the folly of coal trans-shipment to the West 
coast for export to Asia. These statements of support serve 
to give us all hope for an end to the use of coal in this 
new century. The sooner, the better--for our planet and for 
humanity.

Please help us continue our winning streak by  
joining Beyond Toxics: www.BeyondToxics.org
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Stopping Coal Trains in Oregon 
By John Jordan-Cascade, Communications Manager

                      

Healthy Air Oregon
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West Eugene home near
the Flakeboard factory

Environmental Justice Project

                      

Beyond Toxics 2012 Action Timeline

An example of mapping schools, industry and ethnicity  
in West Eugene


