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For Immediate Release — April 5, 2021

Two Oregon nonprofits to host first Environmental Justice Summit
Summit to feature two nationally-renowned environmental justice advocates

EUGENE, OR. — Beyond Toxics and the NAACP Eugene/Springfield will be hosting Oregon’s first
Environmental Justice Pathways Summit on April 9th and 10th. The Summit will host nationally
and internationally renowned environmental justice advocates and will be held in conjunction
with the University of Oregon’s Climate Change and Indigenous Peoples Lecture. Both events are
virtual.

April 9th - CCIP Keynote Lecture:

Sheila Watt Cloutier, Nobel Peace Prize nominee, former President and International Chair of the
Inuit Circumpolar Council. Moderated by Don Sampson, Director of the Affiliated Tribes of
Northwest Indians Climate Change Program.

“The pandemic has given a pause, a time to reflect on new possibilities. It is a time to shift from
apathy to empathy and see how we are all interconnected. What happens in the Arctic affects us
all,” says Sheila Watt Cloutier.

April 10th - EJP Summit Keynote Lecture:

Dr. Mustafa Santiago Ali, Vice President of Environmental Justice, Climate & Community
Revitalization for the National Wildlife Federation and Founder & CEO of Revitalization Strategies.
He is also the former Senior Advisor for Environmental Justice and Community Revitalization at
the US EPA under the Bush and Obama Administrations. Moderated by Michelle J. DePass,
President & CEO of Meyer Memorial Trust and founding executive director of the New York City
Environmental Justice Alliance.

"We can't win on climate change unless we win on environmental justice. Together, we can help
vulnerable communities move from surviving to thriving," says Dr. Ali.

The Summit will also feature interactive discussions with the goal of supporting a collaborative
network and crafting policy guidelines dedicated to Environmental Justice in the state of Oregon.
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“Oregon’s history of exclusionary and racist land-use policies has dramatically shaped the way our
communities live, work, and play today,” says Haley Case Scott, environmental justice organizer
for both Beyond Toxics and the NAACP Eugene-Springfield. “This Summit will help expose and find
solutions to the history of forced separation and dispossession between land and people that has
played a significant role in the environmental and climate injustices.”

For more information: ejpsummit.org.
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Beyond Toxics is a statewide environmental justice organization advancing policies that ensure meaningful
participation and cultivating grassroots leadership from Oregon’s frontline and impacted communities.
Established in 2001, we are a multicultural, inter-generational team dedicated to centering community leaders
and building out the true diversity of our state’s vibrant Environmental Justice movement.
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