
The Importance of Protecting Bees and Pollinators from Pesticide Poisoning 
Why should local governments care about pollinators? 

    
Oregon’s Farming Economy:  European honey bees and native bumble bees are essential for Oregon’s vibrant 
agricultural sector, supporting over $600 million of insect-pollinated crops grown by Oregon farmers each year. 
Oregon's premier crops include blueberries, marionberries and strawberries, tree fruits such as apples, pears and 
cherries, as well as watermelon, carrots, onions and seed for clover and alfalfa.  
 
Pollinators and a Healthy Environment: Pollinators help 85% of plants to reproduce and they are responsible for the 
abundant nuts, seeds, and fruit that feed wildlife, from birds to bears.  
 
Bees and Food: Two-thirds of the food crops people eat every day require bees and other pollinators to produce a 
crop. These bees also ensure that Oregon home gardeners can produce fruits and vegetables to feed their families 
and grow flowers to enjoy.  
 

Why do local governments need to take action to protect pollinators? 
 
Background: In Oregon, seven separate insecticide applications in the summers of 2013 and 2014 caused the death of 
no less than 75,000 native bumble bees from many hundreds of colonies. Investigations by the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) identified neonicotinoids, the most widely used group of insecticides in the world, as the poison 
that killed bees at the site. This class of pesticide is highly toxic to honey bees, as well as many native pollinators, 
including bumble bees. ODA has announced its plan to ban four neonicotinoids on certain tree species. 
 
A Systemic Poison: Neonicotinoids are systemic pesticides that are taken up through roots and leaves and distributed 
throughout the entire plant, including pollen and nectar. These pesticides can poison bees directly, but even low-level 
exposure can lead to sub-lethal effects such as impaired foraging, poisoning of the brood and immune suppression, 
which exacerbates the lethality of pathogen infections and mite infestations. Studies have shown that just one 
neonicotinoid treated seed can kill a songbird. 

Not only Systemic, but Bio-Persistent: Compounding the risk, neonicotinoid insecticides are particularly long-lasting. 
They can persist in plants multiple years after a single application. They have been found in soil up to two years after 
an application.  They accumulate and bio-persist in water. That means they can continue to harm bees long after 
their initial use.  It is important that consumers be aware not to purchase plants pre-treated with neonicotinoids     
due to their systemic and bio-persistent properties. 

Other Governments Take Action: The cities of Eugene, Portland, Canon Beach, Seattle, Olympia, Sherwood and 
Spokane recently banned neonicotinoids for any use on city property. They are being hailed as “Bee-Friendly Cities.” 
Germany, France and Italy have banned them outright. Scientists specializing in pollinator health at Oregon State 
University are urging extreme caution and, wherever possible, reducing or ending any use of neonicotinoids. These 
actions are in alignment with a recent Presidential Memorandum establishing a federal task force to address the crisis 
of diminishing pollinator populations, as well as a new scientific review finding “conclusive” evidence that 
neonicotinoids are a large part of the problem. 

Conclusion: Bee poisoning incidents point to the grave threat that neonicotinoid insecticides pose. It is critical that 
governments, homeowners and pesticide suppliers act now to prevent bee-kills. The City of Milwaukie has the 
opportunity to be responsive to create public places that are safe for bees, butterflies, birds. Please take action that 
aligns with the City’s values of sustainability, local food production, healthy families and environmental stewardship. 
     

www.SaveOregonBees.org 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/release/2013/10/osu-updates-resources-protecting-bees-pesticides
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/release/2013/10/osu-updates-resources-protecting-bees-pesticides
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2014/06/white-house-launches-task-force-to-save-pollinators/#.U6nwS41dW_d
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-27980344
http://www.saveoregonbees.org/

