
What is the 
Bethel Clean 
Energy 
Project?
Partners

Beyond Toxics, EWEB, Active Bethel 
Community, VertueLab, Business 
Oregon

Participants

Bethel residents living north of JH 
Baxter that have been impacted by 
air pollution and dioxin 
contamination 



The Goals of the 
Bethel Clean Energy 
Project 

Supporting Bethel!

Benefits for a 
community 
harmed by the 
illegal practices 
of a large 
polluter. 



Community 
decision-making 
about energy 
systems to 
improve your  
health and 
property values

Your Voice is 
Heard!



Benefits!

•Phase I - Choose what 
is best for you!

•Phase II - Get beneficial 
clean energy benfits for 
little or zero cost!



Overview of Upcoming Meetings 
● Meeting 2 (May 18th): 

○ Purpose: Learn what EWEB offers as your utility and what are the Incentives and 
Financing Opportunities? 
■ Learn about the costs and incentives (and benefits) of obtaining clean energy in 

your home from a EWEB & Beyond Toxics
■ Ask Questions & Discuss Choices in Breakout Groups

● Meeting 3 (May 25th): 
○ Purpose:  EWEB Presents on Home Energy Audits 
○ Example of Community Energy in Corvallis 
○ Discussion on What Clean Energy Project is Feasible

 
● Exit Interviews by phone to prepare for Phase II



The Benefits of 
Electrification 



Why Building 
Electrification? 

Climate

HealthEconomics

Justice

● It reduces greenhouse gas emissions and is an 
achievable way to fight climate change

● By changing building and city codes it is easier to 
regulate the emissions that come from buildings than it 
is from many other sectors. 

● It has many benefits that contribute to a just transition 



Health Impacts of Gas

NW "Natural" is not so natural 
https://youtu.be/NDVpNSTBNDo



Health Impacts of Gas 
cont.

● Homes with gas stoves have 50 percent to over 
400 percent higher nitrogen dioxide levels in their 
indoor air than homes with electric stoves, which 
can lead to heart failure and asthma. 

● One hour of cooking on a gas stove produces 
nitrogen dioxide levels that would be illegal if found 
outdoors.

● 12% of all US childhood asthma cases can be 
attributed to gas stove use 

NW "Natural" is not so natural 
https://youtu.be/NDVpNSTBNDo

https://rmi.org/insight/gas-stoves-pollution-health
https://rmi.org/insight/gas-stoves-pollution-health
https://ucla.app.box.com/s/xyzt8jc1ixnetiv0269qe704wu0ihif7
https://ucla.app.box.com/s/xyzt8jc1ixnetiv0269qe704wu0ihif7
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/20/1/75
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/20/1/75


From the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy

Image via Build/Shift Collective 

Low-income householdsEconomics of 
Energy Efficiency 

● The average American household spends about 3.5% of their 
income on utilities; this spikes upwards of 10% for low-income 
households.

● Low-income households have the least access to 
energy-efficient appliances or other clean energy technologies

● Oregon state agencies estimate that energy efficiency 
improvements such as improved heating, cooling, and 
weatherization in homes can save $113 million per year in 
utility costs for low-income households. 

https://e360.yale.edu/features/why-low-income-households-need-to-be-part-of-the-clean-energy-revolution


 

 

How homes lose heat 
or let in polluted 

air/smoke.




































