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Beyond Toxics studies gas stove emissions
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LANE COUNTY, Ore. — While gas stoves won't be banned from new construction, following

the Eugene city council decision earlier this month, that hasn't stopped people from
discussing the health impacts these stoves can have.

Supporters for the ban went on record numerous times talking about the impact gas stoves
had on things like childhood asthma, and degraded air quality.

In April, Beyond Toxics released a study on how gas stoves can pollute homes, specifically
looking at nitrogen dioxide levels (NO2) in air before and after gas stoves were in use.
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"Six of thirteen houses increased in NO2 to levels that people, children specifically, would
experience more asthma symptoms," said Mason Leavitt, the GIS and Spatial Data
Coordinator for Beyond Toxics. "Five of thirteen houses we visited reached levels that are
unhealthy to be exposed to for more than an hour."

Beyond Toxics used a camera called a FLIR camera, or Forward-Looking Infrared, to catch
these emissions in order to better showcase what the human eye misses when these gas

stoves are burning.
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