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Oregon’s Hidden Air Pollution
Problem: Fossil Fuels in Buildings

March 11,2024

Burning fossil fuels for heating and water heating in Oregon homes and buildings
generates as much lung-damaging nitrogen oxide (NOx) pollution as the state’s
cement manufacturing and power generation combined. Communities of color
across the state are disproportionately impacted by air pollution from homes and
buildings.

That’s the conclusion of a new report, Oregon’s Hidden Air Pollution Problem: Fossil
Fuels in Buildings, from Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility, Verde, Beyond
Toxics, Oregon Sierra Club and RMI. State and regional policymakers in Oregon can
gradually eliminate this pollution by setting a healthy air standard for HVYAC and
water heating equipment. Such a standard would ensure only pollution-free
technologies could be sold or installed in homes when a fossil fuel heating system
burns out.

READ THE FULL REPORT (PDF) (https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/default/files/
2024-03/0R%20N0x%20Report.pdf)
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OREGON'’S HIDDEN AIR
POLLUTION PROBLEM:
FOSSIL FUELS IN BUILDINGS

HOW STATE POLICYMAKERS CAN CLEAN THE AIR, BOOST
CLIMATE RESILIENCE, AND SAVE MONEY BY ADOPTING HEALTHY
AIR STANDARDS FOR HVAC AND WATER HEATING EQUIPMENT

(https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/

OR%20N0x%20Report.pdf)
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