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1) What is the relationship of globalization 
of economy, food systems, and 
pandemics?

2) What are impacts and changes that 
follow pandemics?

3) What are organizing efforts that we 
have witnessed in present crisis?





Ecology, Economy and 
Pandemics





The era of neoliberal globalization is marked by 
the free trade agreements, free flow of capital 
through expansion of cheaper foreign markets, 
deregulation, minimizing the role of state 
institutions and primacy of the individual.

This has deepened the existing rift between the 
economy and ecology and exacerbated 
inequalities between North-South, rural-urban. 



Rob Wallace makes a stark connection 
between global capital accumulation, 
determinants of ecosystems and human 
health. 

Land grabs, large-scale deforestation, 
and intensification of agriculture underpins 
the emergence of epizootic outbreaks in 
the Global South. 









What are impacts and changes 
that follow pandemics?



Mike Davis writes that “during the 1918 Spanish 
pandemic, 60% of mortality, that is 20 million 
deaths, occurred in the states of Punjab, 
Bombay, and other parts of western India.”

The synergy between pandemics, poverty, 
malnutrition, and unequal access to health 
care facilities hits the poor hardest. 



“In moments of crisis, people tend to focus on 
the daily emergencies of surviving that crisis, 
whatever it is, and tend to put too much trust 

in those in power. We take our eyes off the ball 
a little bit in moments of crisis.”

Naomi Klein



Organizing efforts during the 
COVID-19 crisis?









Thank you!
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