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Oregon OSHA Administrator Michael Wood makes some valid points on
farm worker pesticide protections in his guest viewpoint (“Proposed
pesticide drift rule would exceed EPA’s,” Dec. 12).

Yes, OSHA is proposing stronger regulations than the EPA in some areas
(thanks for the boxes for shoe storage). But he misses the point of why
farm workers need stronger pesticide rules. Farm-worker housing, in many
cases, is located in the orchard. Sometimes the trees nearly touch the roof
of the buildings. Workers need OSHA to be a leader by implementing a true
no-spray buffer around farm-worker housing. A permanent distance away
from the spray is the only safe option.
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Wood argues that Oregon’s rule is stronger because, in the event that a
pesticide applicator must wear a gas mask or full space suit to protect
themselves from pesticide inhalation, workers will evacuate 150 feet for 15
minutes. Does Wood think that workers won'’t breathe volatile pesticides a
short distance away? Also, it doesn’t address the fact that housing is
adjacent to, or within, orchards. Even if the housing is evacuated, it is well
documented that these chemicals can still harm people by sticking around

on grass, laundry lines and cooking areas. Workers deserve better from
OSHA.

ANA MOLINA TREJO
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Plans for EWEB property redevelopment progressing slowly; city
purchase is delayed
Negotiations continue on plans for the vacant site
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Eugene city officials continue to negotiate with a Portland firm that's aiming
to buy and develop the vacant Eugene Water & Electric Board property along
the Willamette River into a vibrant mixed-use district. As a ...

« Owner of Thai eatery in Springfield weighing downtown Eugene location

« Lane County boasts Oregon’s highest recycling rate, but looming Chinese restrictions
could send more waste to the local landfill next year

« Foundation tied to PacificSource commits $950,000 to nonprofit groups

More LOCAL »
Sports
SPORTS
Year in Review: Oregon Ducks basketball teams, football team led the
way in historic 2017

It was a year of historic runs for local sports programs. A men’s basketball
team becoming the first Oregon squad in the modern era to advance to the
Final Four, a women's basketball team going ...

Related

In Memoriam: Some of the local and regional sports figures who died in the past year |
Sports

In Memoriam: Some of the local and regional sports figures who died in the past year
Eagles grind out win to earn the NFC'’s top seed for playoffs
Steelers get a bye with Christmas win

More SPORTS »

Lifestyles

OREGON LIFE
The kindness brigade
Group seeks to add a little joy to the world through rocks with messages

Nikalia Curry is a disabled veteran who started painting rocks to rehabilitate
her hand after she was injured while serving in the Navy. Part of her physical
therapy required that she grip something. For Curry, ...
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Hike to soaring scenery on uplifting Drift Creek Falls Trail

Siuslaw National Forest trail is a real eye-opener, with a cable suspension bridge that
puts it over the top

At Drift Creek Falls, a vantage point unlike any other elevates a merely
beautiful sight into an awe-inspiring one. Deep in the moist and mossy
Siuslaw National Forest, near the midway point of a 3-mile ...

« Interactive recreation guides point the way to fun in 2017
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