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ODA Pesticide Program Manager Dale Mitchell said the agency’s relationship with applicators is 

good, and that with a phone call they can typically have answers about what was sprayed within 24 

hours.  

In the Cedar Valley case, it took 10 days and the record turned out to be false. 

“I’m well aware that ODA has steps in place to protect investigative results,” Justin Waltz, Pesticide 

Exposure Safety & Tracking coordinator for the Oregon Health Authority, wrote to ODA’s Mike 

Odenthal more than a week after the incident. “But the lack of information is starting to create its 

own problems which I don’t think will be helpful in the end.” 

“We are not holding anything back but have not been able to determine what applications were made 

and where nor the products applied,” Odenthal wrote to him in response. 

 
 

State withholds information from concerned residents 

Records show investigators did hold back information, creating difficulties for Cedar Valley residents 

who sought treatment or testing. After the state led them to believe Owen sprayed only the 

commonly used herbicide, Roundup Original, residents waited months to learn the application 

involved a much wider array of herbicides. 

The same day Odenthal finally received an application record from Owen saying he’d sprayed 

glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup, he emailed that information to Waltz and Gary Hill, a 

Cedar Valley resident who had been emailing him and sharing information with neighbors. 

Not mentioned in either email was the fact that minutes earlier, according to the emails, Odenthal 

had already flagged a discrepancy between that record and the notification provided for the site. 

http://earthfix.info/communities/article/investigative-documents-show-pilot/
http://earthfix.info/communities/article/investigative-documents-show-pilot/
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Hill, in turn, shared that information with neighbors. Waltz told the ODA the next day he was directing 

people toward glyphosate fact sheets and advising them against getting their blood and urine tested. 
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Clear and consistent tests for 2,4-D exist, said Dana Barr, the Emory University researcher who 

found herbicides in the urine of residents near Triangle Lake. Similar tests don’t exist for glyphosate, 

which is much trickier to detect in urine. Urine samples need to be taken within two or three days, 

however, for tests to have meaningful results. 

She said 2,4-D is also known to have more significant health effects than glyphosate. 

Glyphosate exposure has been shown to cause irritation in the skin, eyes, nose and throat. Exposure 

to 2,4-D, one chemical found on Cedar Valley properties and a major component in Agent Orange, 

can cause those symptoms as well as dizziness, coughing and burning in the lungs. 

“I would say given our history in this state with these particular communities, and the problems with 

aerial applications, we should be taking at least urine samples immediately when people begin 

feeling exposure symptoms,” Kauffman, formerly of the CDC, said. 

Knowing the ODA had taken foliage samples and tested for a much wider array of chemicals than 

Roundup, Hill, the Cedar Valley resident, continued to ask about lab results. He checked in two 

weeks before the ODA had the results, in November. 

“Gary, I don’t have lab data for you yet,” Odenthal wrote. Later in his message: “I will send you 

results as soon as I get them.” 

A few weeks passed, and Hill emailed again. A week went by with no response. He emailed 

again.Odenthal wrote back saying, “We are at a point in the investigation that we really can’t share a 

lot of information without compromising our case.” 

By January, residents still hadn’t received results. That month at a meeting of Oregon’s Pesticide 

Analytical Response Center, Beyond Toxics and Cedar Valley residents John and Barb Burns 

complained about how the residents had been treated, claiming they and their doctors weren’t given 

access to the information they needed. The ODA maintains it shared what information it could with 

health care providers. The confusion sparked questions from state legislators and the governor’s 

office and concerns within cooperating agencies. 

“This situation is getting more frustrating at each step,” Peter Daugherty, ODF division chief for 

private forests, wrote to his staff after the meeting. “I have concerns that PARC is not functioning 

(i.e., centralize receiving of information relating to actual or alleged health and environmental 

incidents involving pesticides) and ODF is catching the heat for it.” 

 

http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/glyphotech.html#acute
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/2,4-DTech.html#acute
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/2,4-DTech.html#acute
http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu/profiles/extoxnet/24d-captan/24d-ext.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1112855-odenthal-hill.html#document/p1/a153707
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1112855-odenthal-hill.html#document/p1/a153707
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1113032-odf-taking-heat-parc.html#document/p1/a153751
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The ODA did not share its lab results with residents until April, after Beyond Toxics fought a denial 

of their public records request and won a decision from the Oregon Department of Justice. 

The case has caused the state to re-evaluate how it communicates with complainants during an 

investigation, particularly when cases grow more complex, ODA director Coba said. 

“I think there’s no question that we became much more concerned about conducting an investigation 

that would hold up in court,” Coba said. “In hindsight, dealing with residents that were very, very 

concerned about their health, understandably so, that sent a wrong message to them.” 

Amelia Templeton of OPB News contributed to this report. 
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